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On Sept. 21, in Nahuala, Solola department, 2,500 delegates from indigenous groups and
popular organizations concluded a two day meeting, agreeing to declare October as "Mes de la
Resistencia." Representatives from the country's 21 ethnic groups who are descendants of the
Mayans participated in the event. The principal objective during the meeting, the Seventh National
Meeting of the 500 Years of Resistance Campaign, was to draft a proposal for presentation at
the Third Continental Indigenous Encounter, scheduled for Oct. 7-12 in Managua. In the final
document approved by participants, indians denounced the "strong manipulation" to which
they have been subject by the country's rulers who have used the media under their control to
undermine the movement of those who oppose events commemorating the Quincentennial.
Conference participants also discussed the role of indigenous women, "the hardest hit sector"
during 30 years of armed conflict in Guatemala. According to indigenous leader Joaquin Patzan, the
Guatemalan constitution recognizes the importance of rescuing indian cultural identity and calls
for implementation of legislation which would protect that identity. He called on the government to
implement such clauses. (Source: Agence France-Presse, 09/21/92)
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